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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 27th October 2009, there were present: 

Councillor

Mrs S Merrikin  (Mayor)




Mr   D Atherley (Deputy Mayor)



Mrs C Allaway-Martin




Mr   C Howell




Mr   P Kay




Mr   C Lusty




Mrs H Lusty




Mrs N Hughes




Mr   R Phelps




Mr   M Weston

PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Osborne said that a Police Community Consultative meeting would be held on 2nd December and asked if the Council would be represented.  The Mayor said that Cllrs Atherley and Kay would be attending on behalf of the Council. 

There being no further questions, the Public Forum closed at 7.02pm.

APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Elsmore and Morgan, County Councillor Hale and WPC Evans.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllrs Atherley and Weston declared personal interests in Item 121 relating to the proposed Christmas Shopping event.

The Mayor and Cllr Allaway-Martin declared personal interests in Item 122 relating to the 2gether Initiative.

116.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

It was proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 29th September 2009 be approved and signed by the Mayor.



Proposed:  Cllr Phelps



Seconded:  Cllr C Lusty


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

117.
MATTERS ARISING

Item 102.  

The Clerk reported that she had written to the Angus Buchanan Trust but had not yet received a response.  She understood that the Trust would be holding a meeting shortly.

The Clerk said that the bid for Lottery funding for redevelopment of the Pavilion had been unsuccessful, but there were a number of other funding options and these were now being explored.  She was confident that funding would be secured.

Item 110.

Cllr Kay asked if there had been a response from District Councillor Riley in connection to parking issues in Coleford. The Clerk said that no response had been received.  It was agreed that the Clerk should now take the matter up directly with the District Council

The Mayor reported that she had been contacted by Acting Chief Constable Peter Matthews who had said that a meeting will be arranged between the new Chief Constable and the four Forest Mayors in January 2010.  

118.
POLICE REPORT

In the absence of WPC Evans, the Clerk said that discussions were continuing between the Police and the District Council to define the boundary of the proposed alcohol free zone in Coleford.

The Clerk said that the Clock Tower had been broken into on Saturday night.  Some damage had been caused and a carpenter had been called in to make repairs.  The Police had made arrests.

119.
STANDING ORDERS
Members noted the recommendation to make the following amendment (in italics) to Standing Orders:


“The task of each subsidiary group is to discuss issues within its remit (as set out 
below), and to bring recommendations forward to the full Council.  



Recommendations made at a quorate Committee meeting represent the view of the 
whole Committee. 


Subsidiary groups (other than committees) have no power to take decisions on 
behalf of the Council, nor to bind the Council to any contract or course of action, 
except those specifically delegated below.”    


It was proposed that the recommendation be accepted.

Proposed:  Cllr Phelps



Seconded:  Cllr Howell


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

120.
CORRESPONDENCE FROM COLEFORD COUNTY MARKET


Members noted the correspondence relating to the Coleford County Market.  The Clerk reported that discussions were being held with the District Council to try to find suitable premises for the Market.

121.
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EVENING

The Clerk said that it had been suggested that the shopping evening should be held during the first week of December.

After discussion it was proposed that:


a)  The Council should support the event in principle.


b)  The Council should contribute £250 towards costs.

c)  The item should be referred to the Amenities Committee to discuss how the Council should become further involved.

Proposed:  Cllr Phelps



Seconded:  Cllr Hughes


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

122. 2GETHER MENTAL HEALTH INITIATIVE

Cllr Allaway-Martin introduced a paper entitled the Mental Health & Social Inclusion Strategy for Gloucestershire and recommended that the Council considers supporting the principle of changing stigma and bias with regard to mental health.

After discussion it was agreed to refer the Initiative to the Public Safety Committee for further discussion.
123.
AMENITIES COMMITTEE

As the Amenities Committee meeting had been cancelled, there was nothing to report.

124.
BURIAL COMMITTEE
Members noted the report of the Burial Committee meeting held on 14th October and the recommendations for increasing burial charges.  After discussion, members were concerned that costs should not be increased unduly in the current economic climate and it was agreed that the recommendations should be reconsidered by the Burial Committee.  Cllr H Lusty pointed out that if full costs were not passed on, any shortfall would have to be found from within the Precept.

Members noted the report of the Burial Committee meeting held on 21st October.

It was proposed that the recommendations be accepted subject to obtaining costings for a memorial stone for ‘lost’ graves in Coleford.


Proposed:  Cllr Kay



Seconded:  Cllr Hughes


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

125.
HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE

Members noted the report of the meeting held with County Highways on 21st October.  Cllr Phelps reported that it had been a very positive meeting. 

126.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members noted the decisions made by the Planning Committee at the meeting held on 13th October 2009.

127 MEMBERS’ REPORTS

The Mayor reported that she had attended both the Forest Youth Awards and the Coleford Treasures Awards.  On the 21st she had attended the Battle of Trafalgar celebrations enacted by the Sea Cadets at Lydney.  She had had a meeting with Peter Hibbard of the District Council on 26th October to discuss options for the future use of the old Tourist Information Building.  The FoDDC is interested in any ideas for the building’s use.  After discussion, members agreed to set up a working party of Town Councillors to discuss ideas and options.  The Mayor said that the deadline for tenders for the replacement of the town toilets was 21st November.  The District Council anticipated the building project would start on 4th January and take 10 weeks to complete.

Cllr Atherley said he had attended the AONB Wye Valley Tour which had provided a very interesting insight to changes that have taken place in the landscape over many years.

Cllr Weston said he had reported a recent temporary road closure near Symonds Yat.  Problems had occurred as Herefordshire County Council had not informed Gloucestershire County Council of the closure plans.

Cllr H Lusty said that damage of about £400-£500 had been caused to the Christmas lights during the recent break-in to the Clock Tower.

Cllr C Lusty said he had participated in the Coleford Treasures Awards and had been pleased to see local people being rewarded for their efforts.

Cllr Allaway-Martin said she had attended two workshops at a recent Social Inclusion Conference.  Important changes were being planned for funding with budgets being allocated to individual users of services.  Difficulties posed by the lack of adequate transport facilities to access NHS services was also recognised as a major issue.  Cllr Allaway-Martin said that broken tiles in Mushet Walk were becoming dangerous.  The Clerk said that this item was on the agenda for discussion at the next Council meeting.

Cllr Kay said that lack of adequate coach parking in Coleford, particularly during the construction of the new Enterprise Centre, was continuing to pose major problems and was damaging trade in the Town.  It was agreed that the Clerk would take this up with the District Council and also through the Enterprise Committee.

Cllr Phelps echoed the concerns about parking and was surprised that there had been no response from the District Councillor following last month’s meeting.

Cllr Howell said he had assisted relatives with a number of grave searches during the month.  He reminded Councillors of the Cemetery Sunday ceremony to be held at 10.30 on Sunday 1st November. 

Cllr Howell said he had attended a Standards Assessment sub-Committee on 19th October.  It was proposed that representatives of the sub-Committee would be meeting with town and parish councils over the coming months to update them on changes in responsibilities.

Cllr Howell said he had collected a substantial amount of very useful information following recent Gloucestershire Market Town Forum visits to Illminster and Wotton-under-Edge.  He felt the Town Council should now take the lead in developing some of the initiatives he had encountered elsewhere.  Members agreed that this should be referred to the Amenities Committee for further discussion. 
128.
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
In the absence of District Councillors, Cllr Allaway-Martin reported that a Cabinet Report relating to delegations to town councils was due in January.  This would almost certainly include financial implications for town councils.

The Clerk reported that the District Council had invited the 4 town clerks to a meeting in December.  This was thought to be a prelude to the Cabinet Report.  Members agreed that the Town Council should see the agenda for the meeting in advance.  The Mayor said she would also discuss this with the other 3 Forest Mayors. 

129.
TO NOTE CORRESPONDENCE

Members noted the correspondence received by the Council during the month of October 2009.

130.
PAYMENTS

Members noted the payments due during the month of October 2009 and it was proposed that they be approved. 

 
Proposed:  Cllr Kay



Seconded:  Cllr Phelps


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

131.
CASH PAYMENTS

Members noted the cash payments made during the month of October 2009 and 
it was proposed that they be approved.


Proposed:  Cllr Kay



Seconded:  Cllr Phelps


The proposal was accepted unanimously
The meeting closed at 8.40pm
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